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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

It gives me great pleasure to present the Takari 
Primary School 2015 Annual School Report. The 
purpose of this report is to provide parents and the 
wider community with a comprehensive overview of the 
school‟s operation and achievements in 2015.  
 

This report should be read along with student  reports 
and portfolios, newsletters and other school 
documentation in order to gain maximum benefit and 
an overall perspective. I encourage all parents to 
carefully read this Annual School Report. 
 

This report can also be accessed through the school‟s 
website at takarips@wa.edu.au as well as the 
Department of Education‟s website: 
www.education.wa.edu.au. 
 

Feedback on any elements of the report is welcomed 
and can be directed to the Principal or the 2016 School 
Council. 
 

Thank you to the Takari staff, School Council, P&C and 
the entire Takari school community for helping make 
2015 such a successful and rewarding year. 
 

David Tennant 
Principal 

2015 SCHOOL STAFF 
 

Principal  Mr D Tennant 
Deputy Principal Miss L Clegg 
 
Teachers 
Kindergarten  Miss K Munns / Miss L Chambers 
Pre Primary  Mrs J Andrews / Miss T Coad  
Year 1  Mrs K Williams 
Year 2  Mrs M Stark / Mrs J Lodwick 
Year 3  Miss Mel Hoff 
Year 4  Mrs S Reed / Miss B Pengelley 
Year 5  Mr B Barker / Miss B Pengelley 
Year 6  Mrs H Luckhurst / Mr C Patterson 
Physical Ed  Mr C Patterson 
Music   Mrs A Trigg / Mrs J Lowe 
Italian   Mrs J Christie 
 
Education Assistants 
Kindergarten Mrs M Russo  
Pre Primary  Mrs G Downey / Ms S Mascall 
Junior Primary Mrs L Hill 
Special Needs Ms L Rogers / Miss D Ferraloro 
   Mrs C Donis / Mrs DeFilippis 
 
Registrar        Mrs C Van Delft / Mrs M Lane 
School Officer Ms S Davies / Mrs A Harper 
Library Officer Miss B Jarvis 
Gardener  Mr R Corica 
Cleaners  Mr K Crotty / Ms S Vannasopa 



 
Takari is the Aboriginal meaning for 'Tomorrow'. Established in 1968, Takari Primary School is located in the 
northern suburbs of Perth in the Balcatta area. We cater for students from Kindergarten to Year 6. With an 
approximate population of 190 students, we are a small school where every child is known and valued. The Takari 
staff is committed to providing a supportive, safe and nurturing environment to all our students. 
 
Our school prides itself on being culturally diverse. Our students are encouraged to celebrate differences and 
welcome others into the school community. The majority of our students are Australian, however, 35% of our 
students' families originated from Europe, the Middle East, Asia, New Zealand and the United Kingdom. 
  
Takari has a strong focus on the development of students' numeracy and literacy skills and has developed learning 
programs that use whole school strategies and planning processes that address individual student needs, provide 
small group learning experiences and explicit whole class instruction. 
 
With a focus on the integration of technology, all classes have interactive whiteboards and access to the internet. 
The school‟s computer lab is equipped with 30 computers and classes have access to iPads and laptops. Takari 
also has experienced specialist teachers in Music, Physical Education and Italian. 
 
The school has a spacious air conditioned library and an enclosed undercover area incorporating a canteen which 
operates three days a week. 
  
The Takari School Council meets regularly to monitor the school's financial position and actively contribute to the 
preparation and ratification of policy documents and management plans. The school‟s P&C, a small but dedicated 
group of volunteers, undertake many fundraising events to help improve the school's resources.  

TAKARI PRIMARY SCHOOL  

 

PROFILE 
In 2015, Takari Primary School employed a total of thirty teaching and non teaching staff. The staff bring 
considerable experience and stability to the school with many being employed at Takari for more than ten 
years. All teaching staff meet the professional requirements to teach in Western Australian schools and 
are registered with the Teacher Registration Board.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Included in the total of twenty three teachers are: 
4  Senior Teachers 
1 Level 3 Classroom Teacher (Mr Patterson) 
 
 

STAFF 

Support Staff  

Position FTE Staff 

Registrar 1.0 1 

School Officer 0.4 1 

Library Officer 0.4 1 

Ed. Assistants 3.1 6 

Gardener 0.8 1 

Cleaners 1.5 2 

Total 7.2 12 

Teaching Staff 

Position FTE Staff 

Principal 1.0 1 

Deputy Principals 1.0 1 

Teachers* 10.6 16 

Total 12.6 18 



 

ENROLMENT TRENDS 
Overall enrolments at Takari Primary School reduced last year due to the loss of the Year 7 students. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ATTENDANCE 

Takari Primary School‟s attendance rate in 2015 was sound when compared with the state average, with the 
year three and six students attending a very high 95%.  

 

 
STUDENT DESTINATION 

Twenty students graduated from Year Six at the conclusion of 2015. Their destination schools were: 
 
Balcatta SHS           12 students  Takari‟s local secondary school 
Servite College     4 students 
Aranmore College    1 student 
Prendiville College    1 student 

STUDENTS 

 

The position of Student Council is highly sought after at Takari Primary School. For the first time in 2015, 
students were required to nominate for Student Council and give a speech in front of the school community. 
Staff and students from Year 5 and Year 6 then voted for their preferred representatives. The speeches 
were all of a high standard and voting for the six available positions was very close. 
 
The Student Council met regularly with the Deputy Principal to discuss strategies to help overcome any 
problems in the playground. They reported to the school at fortnightly assemblies, announcing You Can Do 
It and Tidy Classroom awards, and organised fundraising activities where money raised was donated to 
charity. They also did an outstanding job of hosting our annual ANZAC Assembly.     

 

 
Tabitha Kenworthy  Rose Sakhie      Shanae Smith     Shane Shore      Boedhi Swanson         Denver Wormald 
Head Girl            Head Boy 

2015 STUDENT COUNCIL 

Year K PP 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Total 

2011 29 31 29 25 22 28 18 9 20 211 

2012 34 36 24 27 32 28 19 22 14 236 

2013 38 32 28 24 24 34 23 18 12 233 

2014 37 30 26 25 26 33 23 21 23 244 

2015 22 26 21 20 24 26 24 23  186 

 Yr 1 Yr 2 Yr 3 Yr 4 Yr 5 Yr 6 School 

School 2015 94% 94% 95% 92% 94% 95% 94% 

State 2015 93% 93% 93% 93% 93% 93% 93% 



 
All students in years three and five participated in the National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN), which is administered to all students in Australia. Although the NAPLAN assessments can be narrow in 
their coverage, they are regarded as the best tool currently available for comparing students and schools across 
Australia. NAPLAN results can also be used to track the progress of individual students, year group cohorts and the 
whole school. 
 
„Like Schools‟ data is used to compare Takari‟s achievement against other schools from similar socio economic areas. 
Takari aims to be at or above these Like Schools. 
 
Every year, staff analyse NAPLAN data and make recommendations on future curriculum and programs. If the school 
or a cohort performs well in an area, it is important to investigate why this was the case and ensure the successful 
programs and practices are continued. When performance or progress is lower than expected, the school ensures the 
areas of future need are addressed. 
 
Below is an analysis of the 2015 NAPLAN data and the progress the school has made over the past five years. 
 

 
 
Yr 5 COHORT: The Yr 5 cohort performed slightly below Like Schools in Numeracy in 2015. The two year progress of 
the cohort (2013 Yr 3 to 2015 Yr 5) was within the expected range. 
 
Yr 3 COHORT: The Yr 3 cohort performed well below Like Schools in Numeracy in 2015.  
 
OVERALL: The Yr 5 cohort performed within the expected range in Numeracy in 2015. Results were similar to when 
they were tested in 2013, indicating they progressed as expected over the past two years. The Yr 3 cohort performed 
well below expected in Numeracy in 2015. There was a 12% difference in Takari‟s mean score to Like School‟s mean 
score. This result is consistent with 2012 On Entry Assessment data, which was collected when the students were in 
Pre Primary. The focus and challenge over the next two years will be to put programs into place that will support 
students and assist the school in improving their mean results when compared to Like Schools. 
 

2015 NAPLAN PERMORMANCE 

NUMERACY 
 
 
Yr 5  
School Mean 473 
Like Schools 482 
              - 2% 
  
Yr 3  
School Mean 350 
Like Schools 396 
            - 12% 



 

 
Yr 5 COHORT: The Yr 5 cohort performed slightly below Like Schools in Reading in 2015. The two year progress of 
the cohort (2013 Yr 3 to 2015 Yr 5) was within the expected range. 
 
Yr 3 COHORT: The Yr 3 cohort performed well below Like Schools in Reading in 2015.  
 
OVERALL: The Yr 5 cohort performed within the expected range in Reading in 2015. Progress from when they were 
tested in 2013 (as Yr 3 students) is also as expected.  
 
The Yr 3 cohort performed well below expected in Reading in 2015. There was a 12% difference in Takari‟s mean 
score compared to Like School‟s mean score. Again, this result is consistent with 2012 On Entry Assessment data, 
which was collected when the students were in Pre Primary. The school has made Reading a priority and substantial 
resources have been allocated to ensure high quality reading programs are delivered across all year levels. Early data 
indicates this focus is making a difference to students‟ reading. The school is committed to improving the whole 
school‟s, and in particular the current Yr 3 cohort‟s, Reading results and eagerly awaits the 2017 NAPLAN 
assessments.  

 

 
 
Yr 5 COHORT: The Yr 5 cohort performed below Like Schools in Writing in 2015. The two year progress of the cohort 
(2013 Yr 3 to 2015 Yr 5) was below expected. 
 
Yr 3 COHORT: The Yr 3 cohort well below Like Schools in Reading in 2015.  
 
OVERALL: Both the Yr 5 and Yr 3 cohorts performed below expected in Writing in 2015. While the Yr 3 results were 
consistent with 2012 On Entry Assessment data, which was collected when the students were in Pre Primary, the Yr 5 
students did not progress as expected.  
 
Writing was the only area where the Yr 5 students did not show good progress. Writing is now a focus for this cohort 
and will become the next whole school focus after the Reading focus programs and practices are in-bedded. 

WRITING 
 
 
Yr 5  
School Mean 450 
State Mean  474 
              - 5% 
 
Yr 3  
School Mean 379 
State Mean  412 
              - 8% 
 

READING 
 
Yr 5  
School Mean 473 
State Mean  485 
              - 2% 
 
Yr 3  
School Mean 366 
State Mean  418 
            - 12% 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Yr 5 COHORT: The Yr 5 cohort performed higher than Like Schools in Spelling in 2015. The two year progress 
of the cohort (2013 Yr 3 to 2015 Yr 5) was slightly above expected. 
 
Yr 3 COHORT: The Yr 3 cohort performed well below Like Schools in Spelling in 2015.  
 
OVERALL: The Yr 5 cohort‟s achievement and progress in Spelling in 2015 was pleasing and validates the 
school‟s Spelling programs and practices. Similar to the other NAPLAN areas, the Yr 3 cohort performed well 
below expected in Spelling in 2015, and is consistent with 2012 On Entry Assessment data, which was collected 
when the students were in Pre Primary. 
 

 

 

Yr 5 COHORT: The Yr 5 cohort performed slightly below Like Schools in Grammar in 2015. The two year 
progress of the cohort (2013 Yr 3 to 2015 Yr 5) was slightly lower than expected. 
 
Yr 3 COHORT: The Yr 3 cohort performed well below Like Schools in Grammar in 2015.  
 
OVERALL: The Yr 5 cohort achieved and progressed slightly lower than expected in Grammar in 2015, while the 
Yr 3 cohort performed similar to other NAPLAN assessment areas. 
 
Data indicates Yr 3 students have excelled in Grammar over the last five years - the 2011 Yr 3 cohort achieved 
results above the Yr 5 cohort of that year, who also performed well above expected. These results are somewhat 
of an anomaly and have made plotting of progress difficult. Results are now returning to a more stable range and 
the school will be able to show real progress in the future years. 

 

GRAMMAR 
 
 
Yr 5  
School Mean 494 
State Mean  500 
          - 1% 
 
Yr 3  
School Mean 380 
State Mean  441 
          - 14% 

SPELLING 
 
 
Yr 5  
School Mean 510 
State Mean  494 
          + 3% 
 
Yr 3  
School Mean 373 
State Mean  414 
          - 10% 
 



 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
The term one Physical Education program focused on Jump Rope for Heart. Students were introduced to a Level 
Award program at school and encouraged to practise their skills at home. The culmination of this program was the 
whole school "Jump Off", held on the last day of the term. The school also coordinated a very successful "Ride to 
School", with the P&C providing a delicious breakfast. 
 

Jump Jam came to Takari in term two. Three staff members were trained to deliver a series of highly motivating 
aerobic and dance routines. These routines were used in PE lessons, fitness sessions and when wet weather policy 
applied. The school was fortunate to have Brett Fairweather, the originator of Jump Jam, come and do a clinic for 
the whole school.  
 

Term two also saw the introduction of a before school "Run Club". The Run Club took place every Tuesday and 
Thursday morning and students were encouraged to run as many laps of the oval as they could in 30 minutes, 
earning kilometers for their factions. The Run Club helped prepare students for the cross country carnivals and the 
lapathon. The annual winter carnival was held at Takari, with the school competing against Balcatta, East Hamersley 
and Osborne primary schools. The four schools battled it out in football, netball, soccer and volleyball. 
 

The term three emphasis was on the preparation for Going for Gold and the Athletic Carnivals. These carnivals were 
very successful and well supported by parents.  
 

In term four, middle and upper primary students were introduced to a modified Hurling game during PE lessons. 
Students enjoyed doing something different and Hurling proved to be an excellent sport for developing hand eye 
coordination. Students also participated in "Walk to School", which was well supported, with most of the student 
population taking part. The P&C once again provided great support with a healthy breakfast.  
 

The annual Swimming Carnival was held late in the year at the Balcatta SHS pool. Competition was fierce not only 
in the student races, but also in the very popular staff v parents v students relay race. The parents were victorious 
for the second year in a row. The support and assistance from Balcatta SHS was greatly appreciated.  
 
2015 Carnival Results were:   Swimming Carnival:              1st  Rickman        2nd Nugent             3rd  Paskin 
     Faction Cross Country:        1st  Paskin           2nd Nugent             3rd Rickman 
     Faction Athletics:                  1st  Paskin           2nd Nugent             3rd Rickman 
     Interschool Cross Country:       Takari 2nd from five competing schools 
     Interschool Athletics:                Takari 2nd from four competing schools 

SPECIALIST AREAS 

 
All schools are required to conduct parent surveys every two years. The last survey was conducted in 2014.  
The parents‟ views of Takari were very positive. The three most positive and least positive responses were: 
 
Most Positive This school looks at ways to improve     100% agree or strongly agree 
   Teachers at this school expect my child to do his or her best 97% agree or strongly agree 
   I can talk to my child‟s teacher about my concerns   96%   agree or strongly agree 
    
Least positive This school works with me to support my child‟s learning  78% agree or strongly agree 
   My child‟s learning needs are being met at this school  72%  agree or strongly agree 
   Student behaviour is well managed at this school   72%  agree or strongly agree  
 
2014 was the first year this common (to all schools) survey was completed. The school will be able to compare data 
from the next survey, to be conducted in 2016. 

PARENT SURVEY 



 
MUSIC 
The school Music program continued to thrive in 2015. All classes from Year 1 to Year 6 received instruction in 
music for 60 minutes per week with the core activities of singing, listening, movement and playing of instruments. 
This year, the Pre Primary and Kindergarten children also received instruction for 30 minutes per week. Throughout, 
the emphasis has continued to be on participation and enjoyment of music rather than competition. 
  
All Year 4, 5 and 6 children attended a weekly choir session, culminating in a performance as part of a 1 200 voice 
choir at the Westcoast Songfest at the Joondalup Arena in November. They also performed beautifully at school 
assemblies, the special ANZAC assembly and the school concert in December. 
  
The School of Instrumental Music continued with Classical Guitar classes for selected Year 5 and 6 students. The 
Year 5 group performed at the School Concert, while the Year 6s performed at both the Music Assembly and the 
School Concert, as well as attending an all-day workshop and performance with guitar students from other schools. 
 
The school rock band of over 20 students, mainly from Years 5 and 6, once again performed to great acclaim in the 
“Schools Make Music” concert at the Crown Theatre in September, as well as at the the Music Assembly, the 
Graduation Assembly and the School Concert. Special thanks go to Mr Eddie Parise for tutoring the Band and for all 
his extra work in ensuring the students have a wonderful experience of being in a rock band. 
  
The Music Assembly in June showcased most aspects of the school music programme, with performances of 
singing, dancing and playing from individuals, duos, ensembles and the school choir and band. Many of the regular, 
fortnightly assemblies featured class musical performances of a high standard, usually organised by the class 
teachers.   
 
In June, we were privileged to have the African Team Beat's "Salaka" performance, involving all who attended in a 
wonderful time of learning about Ghanian culture through listening, dancing, body percussion and hands-on 
drumming.  
 

The senior band performing at the Music assembly        Italian dinner at Siena’s Restaurant 
 
 
LANGUAGES - ITALIAN 
Year 3 to 6 students at Takari PS participated in another year of engaging, cross curricular LOTE lessons, with a 
strong focus on ICT. The lower primary students (Years 3 and 4) were exposed to a wide range of language learning 
and cultural experiences, including a segment of work entitled 'il Giardino' ('the Garden'). The children enjoyed 
multimodal activities, such as viewing and responding to interactive videos about gardening narrated by Italian 
children. They also conducted research-based tasks and participated in language rich activities whilst exploring 
Takari's own community garden.  
 
The older students (Years 5 and 6) once again participated in a pen pal program and thoroughly enjoyed receiving, 
researching and replying to their peers at Balcatta PS. The children used iPad and laptop technology to research, 
rehearse, perform and record fashion shows in the target language. They also used these technologies to learn 
about and present a digital research assignment on the solar system and the Roman origins of the planet names. In 
Semester 1, all LOTE students took part in a fun cooking activity in which they learned about, made and tasted 
different types of bruschetta.  
 
At the end of the year, the graduating students were fortunate to be treated to a special Italian dinner - partially 
subsidised by the LOTE budget - at Siena's Restaurant in Leederville.    
 
 

SPECIALIST AREAS (continued) 



  

 

Congratulations to the following students who received awards at the final assembly in 2015. 
 

 

 Year 6 Graduation Awards                                         
 North Metro DUX      Rose Sakhie 
 Mathematics      Tabitha Mathew 
 English       Tabitha Kenworthy 
 Science        Rose Sakhie & Tabitha Kenworthy 
 Music        Shanae Smith 
 Band        Kirra Tangney 
 Italian        Katerina Rufov 
 Physical Education      Jacob Hristianopoulas & Ciara Figueira 
 City of Stirling Citizenship    Tabitha Mathew 
 Principal‟s Award      Tiah Hughes 
 Balcatta SHS Endeavour     Elliot D’Orazio Scammell 
 Margaret Meaney Consistent Effort   Tomas Nestorov 
 Saldanha Foundation Scholarship   Prachi Dindyal 

 

2015 AWARD RECIPIENTS 

Class Endeavour Award Citizenship Award 

Kindergarten Samuel Butler Mia Alexander 

Pre Primary Patricia Arazo Andrew Bozich 

Year 1 Holly Budalich Ben Duong 

Year 2 Faith Patrick Sofija Nikoloska 

Year 3 Toban Higgins Hayley Giles 

Year 4 Harriet Kenworthy Jack Culbert 

Year 5 Vraj Dindyal Aksah Mathew 

Specialist 
Areas 

Music                           Dhruti Gokani (Junior) and Lilly Hill (Senior) 
Physical Education      Isaiah Alexander (Junior) and Sarah Ponsonby (Senior) 
Italian                           Jasha Radalj  

 

2015 FINANCIAL REPORT 
Revenue Actual 

  

Expenditure Actual 

  

Voluntary Contributions  $       5,797.00 Administration  $     9,515.44 

Charges and Fees  $    15,446.83 Lease Payments  $   16,594.76 

Fees from Facilities Hire  $    20,689.99 Utilities, Facilities and Maintenance  $   90,668.44 

Fundraising/Donations/Sponsorships  $       5,034.23 Buildings, Property and Equipment  $     9,764.09 

Commonwealth Govt Revenues  $                   - Curriculum and Student Services  $ 136,442.76 

Other State Govt/Local Govt Revenues  $    22,506.09 Professional Development  $     7,076.79 

Revenue from Co, Regional Office and 
Other Schools 

 $       4,710.00 Transfer to Reserve  $   25,000.00 

Other Revenues  $       5,101.91 Other Expenditure  $     1,738.95 

  

  

Total Locally Raised Funds  $  117,272.05 

  

2015 Opening Balance  $    47,380.30 

Student Centred Funding  $  167,155.00 

Total Cash Funds Available  $  331,807.35 Total Expenditure  $ 296,801.23 

    

  2016 Opening Balance  $   35,006.12 


