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Takari Primary School COVID-19 Update
Dear Takari School Community
To say the COVID-19 situation has moved at a lightning speed over the last week would be a gross
understatement.
Today, we had just 41% of students attending, and I have been informed this is the last day of
attendance for many of those students.
Takari Primary School is currently open for learning and will remain open until the end of term,
Wednesday 8 April (Thursday 9 April is a designated School Development Day), unless we receive
instruction from the Government to close. Parents have the option to withdraw students from school,
which the majority have taken. Students withdrawn because of COVID-19 concerns have had
‘Reasonable Cause’ marked against their absence records.
At this stage, no one knows what next term will look like, or if schools will be open for students.
Like all workplaces, the school is having to navigate around issues of staffing. We currently have a
number of staff members on leave.
The priority of staff at the school is the immediate care, and the continuity of learning, for the students
who are in attendance. The school does not have the capacity at present to teach students in the
classroom as well as provide ‘distance education’ to students at home.
It is inevitable that the school will change from classroom education to distance education at some
time in the future. Staff will only be able to start preparing for distance education when the number of
students at the school drops to a critically low number and staff can be released, or if the school is
closed to students.
It is not known exactly what Takari’s distance education model will look like, but it will most likely be a
combination of student work packages, educational websites and electronic conferencing with
teachers.
The school will inform you of its distance education model through the FlexiBuzz app, direct
email to parents, the school website and the P&C Facebook account. Stay tuned!
Finally, thank you to everyone for your patience and understanding in this unpredictable and
challenging time. Please don’t hesitate to contact me at the school if you have any queries or
concerns with the above.
Stay healthy and safe

David Tennant
Principal
25 March 2020
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